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sett pavements, including Durax or Kleinpflaster and tar-macadam
pavements, would take the third place ; they each have their respective
spheres, in which one may be better than the other.

The life of a road structure depends on the weight of the traffic and
its volume ; the gradient of the road ; the climate of the locality. If it
is a composition, it will depend to some extent on the human element ;
that is to say, there is a probability of unevenness in the laying, how-
ever careful the men may have been to ensure the best results ; the
weather that prevailed whilst the work was being carried out is also
a factor

LAYING OF ASPHALT IN EAINY WEATHER.

It is preferable that bituminous pavements should be laid in fino
weather and also when the temperature is not too low. But there IB
no reason to suppose that good results will not be secured if the pavomout
is laid in moist or cold weather. Naturally no pavement would bo laid
m the pounng rain As an example of what has been done, the reader
is referred to an article by Mr T G Marriott in The Surveyor, October 18,
1918, who was responsible for the construction of 5 miles of a bituminouw
pavement in-Oxford during eleven months of 1915 and 1916. On 182
days rain fell, and on 33 days snow fell; it was the wettest year experi-
enced in that city for 100 years, with one exception. While the mean
rainfall in Oxford is not greatly in excess of London, the winter olimato
is by no means a favourable one for the laying of asphalt, being for tho
most part damp and raw, with occasionally extremely low temperatures.
He says: " On the whole, the asphalt laid in the winter months at Oxford
bears favourable comparison with that laid in the summer, and the writer
sees no reason to doubt the efficacy of modern two-coat asphalt con-
structed during moderately rainy weather. Given the essentials of a
suitable sub-foundation, and particularly a well-designed asphaltic
concrete base, it would seem that the wearing surface or ' topping ' may
be put down in any conditions of weather that the workmen engaged
in laying it oan tolerate. On the other hand, the prejudice of engineers
against the laying of compressed rook asphalt in any but the most favour-
able weather conditions is probably justified by the fact that this type of
asphalt is always put down in a single layer on Portland cement concrete
foundation, and is somewhat absorbent of moisture until full compression
under traffic is obtained.

" The difference between rook asphalt and mechanically mixed asphalt
in regard to water repellanoy at the time of laying is sharply brought out
by a laboratory experiment the writer recently carried out. A small
amount of each kind of asphalt was taken in a loose condition and agitated